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The Most Venerable Order of the Hospital of St
John of Jerusalem sponsors the St John Ambu-
lance organization. The Order traces its ancestry
to the Eleventh Century, to the period before
the first of the Great Crusades.

The modern Order developed from an
English branch of the ancient Order of Knights
Hospitaller during the Nineteenth Century.
From the 1880s its work began spreading far and
fast throughout the British Empire. Its success
resulted from a popular wish to acquire basic
medical knowledge and skills in a world under-
going rapid industrial development, one of the
costs of which was an increase in accidents on the
streets, in the work-place and in the home. In
such a world the First Aid principles it promoted
were something of which the community had
increasing need.

The Order and its St John Ambulance bodies
arrived in Australia during the 1880s. Since then
its enterprises have flourished and over the past
century the Order has become one of the
nation’s foremost charitable and health training
organizations.

The St John Ambulance Association teaches
First Aid, Home Nursing and other preventative
care-related subjects to over 21,000 South
Australian’s annually. The 4500 uniformed
members of the St John Ambulance Brigade
annually perform 600,000 hours of voluntary
service at public events and on ambulance
transport duty. The St John Council operates the
State’s ambulance service, transporting nearly
200,000 patients each year. The ambulance
transport service is unique in that regular and
volunteer officers crew the ambulance vehicles.

In this book, which marks the Centenary of
St John in South Australia, Dr Howie Willis
traces the events that have occurred since a
group of concerned Adelaide doctors in the new
colony, saw the need in 1885 for people to be
trained in caring for the injured, from which has
developed a modern and major service caring
for the health and welfare of South Australians.

Jan Howe-Willis is not a South Australian, but,
being half Cornish by descent, he feels at home
in the State where the Cornish imprint is most
apparent. He grew up in Melbourne and has
spent most of his adult life teaching, studying
and writing in Victoria, Papua New Guinea,
England and Canberra. He has written three
previous books of history, including A Century
Sfor Australia: St John Ambulance in Australia
1883-1983. The latter seems to have been

_what prompted the St John Council for South

Australia to ask him to write this book. He and
his wife are both teachers in Canberra’s
government school system; they have two
daughters and a son; and they live in
‘Wanniassa, one of Canberra’s newer southern
suburbs, where they maintain a native garden.
Their house is on a hill within sight of the
Murrumbidgee River, to and from which he
jogs in the hope that he will never need
external cardiac compression — though if that
is necessary he hopes a St John-trained first
aider gets to him first.





