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“Preserving and promoting  

the St John heritage” 

M I N U T E S  
  

 
1 .  OPENING  The Pres ident  o f  t he  St  John His to r i ca l  Soc ie ty  o f  Aus t ra l ia  Dr  Har ry  Oxer  as  Cha i rman,  

dec la red  the  mee t ing  open  a t  4 .11pm.  
 
 
2 .  WELCOME  The Cha i rman Dr  Oxer  then fo rmal l y  we lcomed a l l  t hose in  a t t endance and made 

comment  on  the  ou ts tand success o f  t he  Museum Tours  wh ich  had immed ia te ly  p receded the  Annua l  
Genera l  Mee t ing .   Dr  Oxer  suppor ted  by  the  meet ing  thanked  the  organ iser  Dr  A l lan  Mawd s ley  fo r  h i s  
e f fo r ts  in  pu t t ing  the  programme together .  

 
 
3 .  ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES  A  to ta l  o f  38  members  o f  t he  soc ie t y  were  p resent  fo r  the  meet ing  

wi th  33 members  hav ing  apo log i ses  recorded  fo r  t hem in  the i r  absence .    
 
 
4 .  MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEET ING  The  Cha i rman adv ised tha t  the  m inu tes  o f  t he  8 t h  Annua l  Genera l  

Meet ing  o f  the  soc ie t y  hav ing  been  he ld  on  Fr iday  19  June  2009 a t  t he  Go ld  Coast  in  the  Sta te  o f  
Queens land  had  been  c i r cu la ted  to  a l l  members  in  the  las t  ed i t i on  o f  t he  newsle t te r   Dr  Oxer  t hen  
asked tha t  t hey  be  taken as  read and  ca l led  fo r  a  mo t ion  t ha t  they  be  rece i ved .  

 
PROPOSED Mr  Mat thew GRIFF ITHS 

SECONDED Dr  A l l an  MAWDSLEY 
CARRIED 

 
 
5 .  MATTERS ARIS ING FROM THE MINUTES  The  Cha i rman  adv ised  tha t  he  be l ieved  tha t  a l l  mat te rs  

ou ts tand ing  are  dea l t  w i t h  in  h is  Pres iden t ’ s  Repor t  and rece i ved  the  assent  o f  the  meet ing  to  
p rogress  immedia te ly  to  tha t  agenda i t em.  
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6 .  PRESIDENT ’S  REPORT  The Cha i rman  as  Pres ident  then p resented  h is  Annua l  Repo r t  fo r  2009-10.   

The wr i t t en  repor t  was  tab led  to  wh ich  Dr  Oxer  spoke  to  h igh l igh t  a  coup le  o f  issues  fo r  t he  
membersh ip .    

 Pr io ry  Her i tage  Co l lec t i on  –  A l t hough  the  management  o f  t he  co l lec t i on  i s  no t  a  fo rma l  func t ion  
o f  the  soc ie ty  Dr  Oxer  no ted  tha t  t here  has  been some  s ign i f i can t  work  on  the  co l l ec t ion  by  
members  o f  the  soc ie t y  i n  Nat iona l  Of f ice  a t  The  Rea lm.   Spec i f i c  men t ion  was  made  o f  the  
work  and suppor t  o f  Mr  Pe ter  LeCornu,  Mrs  Bet t y  St i r ton  and  Dr  I an  Howie- Wi l l i s .   

 Membersh ip  –  Membersh ip  o f  the  soc ie t y  now s tands a t  235.   A ve ry  hea l thy  f igure  wh ich  
desp i t e  t he  un for tuna te  loss  o f  some members  to  a  h igher  ca l l ing  tends to  a  s l igh t  increase .  

 Knowledge o f  the  Order  (KOTO)  Pr izes  –  Aga in  the  soc ie ty  suppor t s  the  Mark  Compton  
Know ledge o f  t he  Order  Pr izes  f o r  Cadets  comple t ing  the i r  Know ledge o f  t he  Order  Pro f ic iency .   
Th is  i s  t he  f i f th  year  o f  the  awards and they  were  presented a t  the  Grand Pr io r ’s  Award  
Break fas t  t h i s  morn ing .  

 Lape l  P in  f o r  the  Orde r  –  Th is  was  a  p ro jec t  insp i r ed  by  t he  soc ie t y  and  wo rked  on by  sma l l  
g roup  o f  soc ie t y  members .   Un for tuna te ly  a l though rece i v ing  good suppor t  f rom w i th in  the  
Pr io ry  i n  Aust ra l i a ,  inc lus i ve  o f  t he  Commandery  in  Western  Aust ra l ia ,  there  are  i ssues i n  
re la t ion  to  in te rna t iona l  b rand ing  wh ich  prevent  th i s  in i t i a t ive  f rom be ing  rea l i sed  a t  th is  t ime .   
The Pres iden t  acknowledged and thanks those members  o f  the  work ing  par t y  f o r  the i r  e f fo r t s .   

 Appo in tment  o f  Deputy  Secre tary  –  Fo l lowing  the  l as t  con ference the  Pres ident  and  Secre tar y  
ident i f i ed  t ha t  Mr  James Chesh i re  was be ing  asked  to  engage in  a  number  o f  du t ies  on  beha l f  
o f  the  soc ie t y  inc lud ing  tha t  o f  o rgan is ing  th i s  year ’ s  conference and meet ings .   We inv i ted  h im  
to  accep t  a  pos i t i on  as  Deputy  Secre tary  wh ich  he  ag reed.   I  request  tha t  in  accept ing  the  
Pres iden t ’ s  r epor t  t he  appo in tmen t  o f  M r  Chesh i re  be  a lso  endorsed  by  t he  membersh ip .  

 Acknow ledgements  and thanks –  The soc ie t y  con t inues to  rece ive  s ign i f i can t  suppor t  and  
encouragement  f rom a  number  o f  peop le .   We make spec i f i c  ment ion  and thank the  Chance l lo r  
Dr  Ne i l  Conn,  the  soc ie ty  Pa t ron  Pro f  V i l l i s  Marsha l l ,  Pr i o ry  Secre tar y  and Nat iona l  CEO Mr  
Pe ter  LeCornu ,  Na t iona l  Manager  Pub l i ca t ions  Ms  Sh i r l ey  Dyson ,  Soc ie t y  Honorary  Aud i to r  Ms 
Amanda Power ,  Persona l  Ass i s tan t  t o  the  CEO Ms  Ky l i e  Se ide l ,  Nat i ona l  O f f i ce  Pro jec t  Of f i cer  
Mr  Shay  McAuley ,  and  Soc ie ty  T reasurer  Mr  James  Byrne.   The  Pres ident  a l so  acknow ledged  
and thanked the  Secre ta ry  Dr  Ian  How ie- Wi l l i s  and Deputy  Secre tar y  Mr  James  Chesh i re .   

 
Dr  Oxer  t hen p roposed tha t  h is  repor t  be  accepted and adopted,  spec i f i ca l l y  i n  re la t ion  t o  the  
endorsemen t  o f  t he  appo in tmen t  o f  Mr  James Chesh i re  as  Deputy  Secre tary .   
 

PROPOSED Dr  Har ry  OXER 
SECONDED Mrs  Lyn DANSIE 

CARRIED 
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7 .  FINANCIAL  REPORT  In  t he  absence  o f  t he  Treasu rer  Mr  James  Byrne  the  Soc ie t y  Secre tar y  Dr  Ian  

Howie-Wi l l i s  p resen ted the  repor t .   The wr i t ten  repor t  was tab led  to  wh ich  Dr  Howie- Wi l l i s  spoke to  
h igh l igh t  a  coup le  o f  issues fo r  t he  membersh ip .  

 Cost  o f  Journa l  –  The ongo ing  cos t  o f  the  pub l ica t ion  o f  the  j ourna l  is  a  s ign i f i can t  issue  to  the  
f inanc ia l  v i ab i l i t y  o f  the  soc ie t y .   The  cur ren t  r un  i s  subs id ised  by  Nat iona l  O f f i ce  fo r  wh ich  we 
are  gra te fu l .   D iscuss ion  f rom the  f loor  spoke o f  the  exce l len t  p roduct  be ing  produced and 
ident i f i ed  a  number  o f  op t ions .   The  Pres iden t ,  Secre tary  and Deputy  Secre tary  w i l l  work  on  
th i s  issue  in  the  ensu ing  twe lve  months .    

 Revenue –  Dr  How ie-Wi l l i s  spoke o f  the  f unds com ing to  the  soc ie ty  f rom the  sa le  o f  goods  
such as  the  t ies  and  scar f s .   There  a re  a lso  a  number  o f  donat ions  prov ided fo r  the  work  o f  t he  
soc ie ty  some o f  wh ich  are  anonymous .    

 
Dr  How ie-Wi l l i s  then proposed tha t  the  Treasurer ’ s  repor t  in  r e la t i on  to  the  f inances o f  the  Soc ie t y  be  
accepted and  adopted .   
 

PROPOSED Dr  Ian  HOWIE-WILLIS  
SECONDED Mrs  Bet t y  ST IRTON 

CARRIED 
 
 
8 .  PUBLICATIONS  The Secre tar y  Dr  Ian  How ie-Wi l l i s  spoke  to  the  issues sur round ing  pub l ica t i ons  and  

the  soc ie ty .    
 Ment ion  was  made  o f  t he  work  to  be  done in  re la t ion  t o  the  op t ions  sur round ing  pub l i ca t i on  o f  

the  journa l  in  to  the  fu tu re .    
 Webs i te  and the  In te rne t  –  The Secre tar y  and  Depu ty  Secre tary  have  had p re l im inary  

d iscuss ions in  re la t i on  t o  ways to  move fo rward  i n  t h is  regard .   I t  i s  a  p ro jec t  wh ich  w i l l  be  lead  
by  the  Depu ty  Secre tar y  in  the  ensu ing  year .    

 Banner  –  The produc t i on  o f  an  eye ca tch ing  banne r  bear ing  the  logo o f  the  soc ie ty  has been  
procured  a t  a  much  reduced ra te .   The  banner  was on  d i sp lay  a t  t he  AGM and  w i l l  be  on  d i sp lay  
a t  soc ie ty  func t ions  dur ing  the  course  o f  the  convent ion .    

 
 
9 .  STATE & TERRITORY REPORTS  The Cha i rman inv i ted  each o f  the  Sta te  and Ter r i t o ry  

represen ta t ives  t o  tab le  t he i r  r epor t  and  speak  to  a  par t icu la r  h igh l igh t  fo r  t he  soc ie t y  members  
wi th in  t he i r  par t icu la r  j u r i sd ic t i on .   

 Aust ra l ian  Cap i ta l  Ter r i t o ry :  Dr  Howie-Wi l l i s  –  Tab led ;  h igh l igh t  new d i sp lay  wi th in  Nat iona l  
Of f ice  a t  The Rea lm.  

 New South  Wa les :  Mrs  Be t ty  St i r ton  –  Tab led ;  h igh l i gh t  new d isp lays  and  add i t ions  to  t he  New 
South  Wales  co l l ec t ion .   
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 Nor thern  Ter r i to r y :  Ms Gwyn Ba lch  –  Tab led ;  h igh l igh t  reun ion  luncheon.   Hope tha t  th is  w i l l  be  

an  ongo ing  even t .  
 Queens land:  Mrs  Beth  Dawson  –  Tab led ;  h igh l igh ts  cont inu ing  res tora t i on  and  conserva t ion  

work  on  co l lec t i on  and  the  deve lopment  o f  a  computer  sys tem fo r  the  H is to ry  and  Her i tage  
Commi t tee .  

 South  Aus t ra l i a :  Dr  Br ian  Fothe r ingham –  Tab led ;  and le f t  w i t h  a  thought .  
 Western  Aus t ra l i a :  Ms  Ed i th  Khangure  –  Tab led ;  h igh l i gh ted  change  in  d i rec t i on  fo r  t he  l ib ra ry  

w i th  paramed ic  t ra in ing  mov ing  to  an  ou tsourced un i ver s i t y  p rogramme and  the  ongo ing  
ass is tance  prov ided  i n  t he  loan o f  i tems  f rom the  Western  Aust ra l ian  co l l ec t ion .  

 Vic tor i a :  Mrs  Sh i r ley  Moon  –  Tab led ;  h igh l i gh ts  recent  donat ions  and v i s i ts  by  Order  o f  S t  John 
notab les .  

 Tasmania  –  No repor t  t ab led  a t  t he  mee t ing .    
 
 
10 .  OTHER BUSINESS  The Cha i rman  opened the  f loor  t o  ma t te r s  o f  genera l  bus iness .  

 His tor ica l  Seminar  –  The  Depu ty  Secre tary  spoke  in  re la t ion  t o  the  His to r ica l  Sem inar  t o  be  
he ld  t he  fo l low ing  day,  F r iday  25  June 2010 and  h igh l igh ted  the  Key No te  speaker  Dr  A l l an  
Mawds ley  and a  spec ia l  gues t  t he  Hosp i ta l l e r  o f  t he  Order  Dr  John Ta lbo t .   

 Access  to  Grants :  Mrs  Beth  Dawson –  Mrs  Dawson s ta ted  tha t  she had become aware  tha t  
some  s ta te  o f f ices  were  res t r ic t i ng  the  ab i l i t y  o f  l oca l  b ranches in  ob ta in ing  ex terna l  f unds 
th rough governmen t  and ph i l an throp i c  g ran ts .   Th i s  was seen as  be ing  res t r i c t ive  on  the  work  
o f  some b ranch g roups.   The Pres ident  Dr  Oxer  sa id  tha t  he  wou ld  t ake  the  issue up  wi th  
Nat iona l  O f f i ce  to  ensure  cons i s tency  in  r e la t i on  to  t h is  i ssue na t iona l ly .   

 Presenta t ion  to  Na t iona l  Co l lec t ion :  Mrs  Beth  Dawson  –  Mrs  Dawson made  a  presenta t i on  o f  
the  Order  Commemorat i ve  Meda l  s t ruck  in  1999  to  t he  na t iona l  co l lec t ion  wh ich  was  gra te fu l ly  
accepted by  the  Secre tary  o f  he  Soc ie t y  in  h i s  r o le  as  Pr io ry  L ib rar ian  wh ich  much  thanks.  

 
 
11 .  CLOSING  The re  be ing  no  o ther  bus iness  be ing  fo r thcom ing,  the  Cha i rman thanked those  present  fo r  

the i r  suppor t  o f  the  Soc ie ty ,  t he i r  a t tendance and par t i c i pa t ion  in  t he  meet ing .   Dr  Oxe r  went  on  to  
remind  those presen t  o f  t he  sem ina r  to  be  he ld  tomor row  and  tha t  nex t  years  meet ings  w i l l  be  he ld  in  
Hobar t  in  May 2011 .  
 
The meet ing  was  c losed  a t  5 .13pm.  
 
James  Chesh ire  
Deputy  Secretary  
8  Ju ly  2010  
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H I S T O R Y  S E M I N A R  
  

NOTES OF HISTORY SEMINAR HELD FRIDAY 25 T H  JUNE 2001    
 
The Pres iden t  o f  t he  S t  John Ambulance His to r i ca l  Soc ie t y  o f  Aust ra l i a ,  Dr  Ha r ry  Oxer ,  opened the  seminar  
a t  10 .30  a .m.  immed ia te l y  fo l lowing  the  P lenary  Sess ion  o f  the  Pr io r y  Conference.  He in t roduced the  
Sess ion  Cha i rperson ,  Mrs  Lenn is  Burke ,  and  then exp la ined  tha t  the  second  Cha i rpe rson,  Mrs  Ju l ie  
Pena luna ,  wou ld  be  unab le  to  a t t end because o f  an  acc ident  and  consequent l y  Mrs  Burke  wou ld  cha i r  bo th  
morn ing  and a f t e rnoon  sess ions.  Af te r  express ing  the  concern  o f  everyone  p resent  fo r  Mrs  Pena luna,  he  
handed the  proceed ings over  t o  Mrs  Burke .  At  th i s  po in t  t he  Deputy  Secre tar y  o f  the  His to r i ca l  Soc ie t y ,  Mr  
James Chesh i re  exp la ined  how quest ions  were  to  be  pu t  to  speakers  dur ing  t he  d i scuss ion  per iod  l a te r  in  
the  day.  He  asked those  wi th  quest ions  to  wr i te  t hem out  on  the  s l ips  p rov ided then ‘pos t ’  them in  the  box  
on  the  tab le  a t  the  rear  o f  the  r oom.  
 
Mrs  Burke  then  i n t roduced the  f i r s t  speaker .  A t  the  appropr ia te  j unc tures  she  in t roduced  the  o ther  
speakers  too .  The speakers  and top ics  in  o rder  o f  appearance were :  

• Allan Mawdsley: ‘The Red Cross–St John Ambulance link’ (Keynote presentation) 

• Vince Little: ‘St John on track: St John and the Railway Ambulance Services’ 
• David Fahey: ‘The use of carbon dioxide in resuscitation’ 

• John Pearn: ‘The Philately of the Order of St John’ 

• Gary Harris: ‘Links between the Heidelberg Military Hospital and St John Ambulance’ 

• Heather Fogerty: ‘Caravaggio—The artist who was a Knight of St John’ 

• Ian Howie-Willis: ‘The Voluntary Aid Detachment (VAD) movement: An Historical Outline’ 
• John Talbot: Order Hospitaller and Chair St John Eye Hospital Jerusalem 
• Jann Butler: ‘The Bendigo Combined St John Ambulance Division: A regional history’ 

• Merv Goodall & James Cheshire: ‘Ties that bind: The ties and scarves of the Order of St John’ 
• Ian Howie-Willis: ‘St John the Baptist—Patron saint of the Order of St John’. 

At  t he  conc lus ion  o f  the  presenta t ions ,  Mr  Chesh i re  managed  the  quest ion  t ime & d i scuss ion  sess ion ,  us ing  
the  quest ions  a l r eady submi t t ed  by  members  o f  the  aud ience.  
 
Fo l l ow ing  quest ion  t ime,  Mr  Chesh i re  r ecorded suggest i ons  f r om the  aud ience  fo r  t op i cs  f o r  nex t  year ’s  
H is to r y  Seminar  in  Hobar t .  
 
To  conc lude  the  day ’s  p roceed ings,  D r  Oxer  thanked the  p resenters  and  the  Cha i rperson.  He a l so  
expressed h i s  p leasure  tha t  the  sem inar  had been such a  success .  He  no ted  tha t  65  peop le  had s igned the  
a t tendance reg i s te r  bu t  observed  tha t  cons iderab ly  more  than tha t  number  had been a t  t he  sem inar  a t  
var i ous  t imes dur ing  the  day.  He then  dec la red  the  p roceed ings c losed a t  4 .45  p .m.  
 


