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1 July 2026
Dear colleagues, 
The St John Historical Society of Australia is calling for papers for our national seminar on Saturday 10 October 2026, to be held at the Realm Hotel in Barton, ACT. The 28th Annual Seminar will be celebrating the 25th anniversary of the establishment of the Historical Society. 
We will be accepting the usual 20-minute presentations and for those whose material would suit a more concise format, as a new initiative, at least one session will be for ‘History Bites’, 10-minute presentations.  All presentations will be considered for publication.
If you are thinking of preparing a paper of either 10 or 20 minutes, we would be very interested to hear from you. Could you give an early indication of intent to elizabeth.ellis@stjohn.org.au to facilitate our planning.  Thank you to all who have already done so. 
IMPORTANT DATES
Friday 11 September - Abstract submission
You abstract should be no more than 250 words, including the title and your name. Save your abstract as a Word.docx, and email to elizabeth.ellis@stjohn.org.au
(Your speaking notes are not required at any point in the process.)
Friday 25 September – PowerPoint submission
Save your PowerPoint presentation (.pptx) to this secure link. There will be no need to authenticate or login. By uploading your PowerPoint presentation, we can be sure to have your presentation ready for you on the day. 
Friday 30 October – Manuscript submission
If you wish your paper to be published in St John History, the Society’s journal, please following the Guidelines for Presenters (attached). Save your paper as a Word.docx and upload to the same secure link as above. If you require any assistance with the preparation of your paper, you are welcome to contact members of the Society. 
Bookings for the Historical Society Seminar are essential
To purchase and register your attendance at the Seminar, please do so at this link:  28th Historical Society Seminar Tickets  (Bookings for the Breakfast and the Chancellor’s Dinner must be made separately.)
Accommodation
Hotel Realm and the Burbury Hotel are offering discounted room rates for individuals attending these events. Use the GROUP CODES below.
• Hotel Realm: https://hotelrealm.com.au GROUP CODE: STJO091026_001
• Burbury Hotel: https://burburyhotel.com.au GROUP CODE: STJO091026
Or email reservations@domahotels.com.au to make accommodation bookings. Include the relevant Group Code. For any questions, please contact priory@stjohn.org.au or call (02) 6295 3777.
Livestream
If you’re not able to attend in person, you can watch the live stream here: https://www.facebook.com/SJONElive
Please note that the annual Priory Church Service at St Paul’s, Manuka, and the Chapter Meeting at Hotel Realm will be held on Sunday 11 October.
Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Elizabeth Ellis (Dr)
St John Historical Society Australia
elizabeth.ellis@stjohn.org.au
0411 032 712
history.stjohn.org.au
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